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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2015. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 206 x 138 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. We normally take it for granted that other people will live on after we ourselves have
died. Even if we do not believe in a personal afterlife in which we survive our own deaths, we assume that there
will be a collective afterlife in which humanity survives long after we are gone. Samuel Scheffler maintains that
this assumption plays a surprising - indeed astonishing - role in our lives. In certain important respects, the
future existence of people who are as yet unborn matters more to us than our own continued existence and the
continued existence of those we love. Without the expectation that humanity has a future, many of the things
that now matter to us would cease to do so. By contrast, the prospect of our own deaths does little to
undermine our confidence in the value of our activities. Despite the terror we may feel when contemplating our
deaths, then, the prospect of humanity s imminent extinction would pose a far greater threat to our ability to
lead value-laden lives: lives structured by wholehearted engagement in valued activities and pursuits. This
conclusion complicates widespread assumptions about human egoism and individualism. And it has striking
implications for the way we think about climate change, nuclear proliferation, and other urgent threats to
humanity s survival. Scheffler adds that, although we are not unreasonable to fear death, personal
immortality, like the imminent extinction of humanity, would also undermine our confidence in the values we
hold dear. His arresting conclusion is that, in order for us to lead value-laden lives, what is necessary is that we
ourselves should die and that others should live. Scheffler s position is discussed with...
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