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illustrated. 1881 edition. Excerpt: . . . gold of my own doctrines in a fellow-heap o dust. He was chiselin
desolation through a piece of apple-pie, When he paused an gazed upon us, with a tear in his off-eye, And said,
Oh happy family!--your joys they make me sad! They all the time remind me of the dear ones once had! A babe
as sweet as this one; a wife almost as fair; A little girl with ringlets--like that one over there. But had | not
neglected the means within my way, Then they might still be living, and loving me to-day. One night there came
a tempest; the thunder-peals were dire; The clouds that marched above us were shooting bolts of fire; In my
own house | lying, was thinking, to my blame, Mow little | had guarded against those bolts of flame, When
crash!--through roof and ceiling the deadly lightning cleft. And killed my wife and children, and only | was left!
Since then afar Ive wandered, and naught for life have cared, Save to save others loved ones whose lives have
yet been spared; Since then, it is my mission, whereer by sorrow tossed, To sell to worthy people good lightning-
rods at cost. With sure and strong protection Ill clothe your buildings oer; Twill cost you--twenty dollars
(perhaps a trifle more; Whatever else it comes to, at lowest price Ill put; Yon simply sign a contract to pay so
much per foot). I--signed it! while my family, all...
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