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United States, April From all over the country came the voice of well-paid labor, dwelling in happy homes, full
of contentment with the present and of hope for the future. Capital was seeking new investments on all sides.
Our domestic market, rescued from foreign invasion, was our own. Foreign markets were opening. The balance
of trade was on our side. The product of American industry was carried abroad on an overwhelming and
increasing tide. We had won the glory of a great liberator in both hemispheres. The flag of Spain - emblem of
tyranny and cruelty - had been driven from the Western Hemisphere, and was soon to go down from her
eastern possessions. The war had been conducted without the loss of a gun or the capture of an American
soldier in battle. The glory of this great achievement was unlike any other which history has recorded. It was
not that we had beaten Spain. It was not that 75,000,000 people had conquered 15,000,000. Not that the spirit of
the nineteenth century had been too much for the spirit 01 the fiIeenth century. Not that the young athlete had
felled to the ground a decrepit old man of ninety. It was not that the American mechanic and engineer in the
machine shop could make better ships or better guns; or that the American soldier or sailor had displayed the
same quality in battle that he had shown on every field - at Bunker Hill, at Yorktown, at Lundys Lane, at New
Orleans, at Buena Vista, at Gettysburg; in every sea fight on Lake...
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