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accounts, and his expertise as an ethnobotanist, Nabhan describes the critical roles that Semitic peoples and
desert floras had in setting the stage for globalized spice trade. Traveling along four prominent trade routes -
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aromatics such as cumin, cinnamon, saAron, and peppers became adopted worldwide as signature ingredients
of diverse cuisines. Cumin, Camels, and Caravans demonstrates that two particular desert cultures oBen
depicted in constant conflict - Arabs and Jews - have spent much of their history collaborating in the spice
trade and suggests how a more virtuous multicultural globalized society may be achieved in the future.
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