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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1813 Excerpt: .on every disturbance, and sometimes on the most frivolous pretexts, a
total stop is put to the landing or shipping of cargoes; and, notwithstanding the bold assertions of the
merchants of Bristol and Glasgow, we are quite sure, to make use of an emphatical expression, applied by Mr.
Hastings to India, our existence in China has frequently vibrated on the edge of perdition, and been at all times
suspended by a thread so fine that the touch of chance might break it. Another consideration ought to operate
most powerfully. The most inveterate enemies which this country has in the East, are its good allies the
Portugueze at Macao, and the Portugtieze missionaries at Pekin. With such an authentic document in their
hands as an act of parliament throwing open the trade to China, there is no knowing to what extent they would
be enabled to carry their misrepresentations and to arouse the jealousy of the Chinese. It was by instruments of
this kind, they might probably say, that India was conquered, and by the same instruments the English hope to
subdue China. It would seem, however, that we have all along suffered ourselves to be grossly imposed upon
with regard to the supposed delicacy of allowing a general intercourse with the people of China, and that the
notion of danger is completely contradicted by the success which has attended the American traffic. That the
utmost delicacy is necessary to be observed in all foreign intercourse with...
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