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for Needy Families (TANF) block grant, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food
Stamps), and federal housing assistance programs (public housing and Section 8 tenant and project-based
assistance)are similar, in that they are administered at the state or local level. They are different in the forms of
assistance they provide. TANF provides cash assistance and other supports to low-income parents and their
children, with a specific focus on promoting work. SNAP provides food assistance to a broader set of poor
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assistance programs offer subsidized rental housing to all types of poor families, like SNAP. All three programs
feature some form of drug- and other crime-related restrictions and all three leave discretion in applying those
restrictions to state and local administrators. Both TANF and SNAP are subject to the statutory drug felon ban,
which bars states from providing assistance to persons convicted of a drug-related...
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