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rapid way in which they had spread. The night was very dark;
the moon had set, and clouds had come up and covered the
stars. I looked at the heavens, which seemed inky black with that
blaze below. If only it would rain, there might even yet be hope.
A faint hope indeed. The fire had possession of the building, and
was greedily devouring it, and roaring like a wild beast over its
prey. Dense masses of smoke belched forth, heavy and choking;
it seemed almost as if they ought to smother the flame. But no; it
crawled about the windows and sent forked tongues to lick up
the woodwork of the frames, and run up the hangings within.
Greediness, eager haste to devour, seemed to possess it, as
though its time might be short. But what could our people do?
To run to...
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