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Seldom had the Aborigines given their white enemies a chance of testing the relative valour of the two races;
and protected as they were even now by a formidable breastwork, General Bacon did not hesitate as to the
propriety of trusting to the discipline and skill of his soldiers, and the immense superiority of their arms, against
the greater numbers and defensive preparations of the enemy. The fires within the palisade were apparently
flickering upon their dying embers, and an unsteady flash, gleaming at intervals, was the only light shed over
the contemplated battle-ground. A profound quiet reigned within the camp of the enemy, indicative to the mind
of Bacon of some new treachery or savage scheme. Having warned his officers against these, he despatched
mounted scouting parties to hover round both camps, and took every other human precaution Pg 125 against
surprise; orders were now issued preparatory to a general attack upon the enemys entrenchments. By a
prompt evolution, his battalions of foot were wheeled into a solid column of attack on the northern side of the
stream, while the mounted Cavaliers were stationed as a reserve on the right. The former were marched in
compact order, directly up the face of the hill, not a trumpet or a drum disturbing the silence of the funeral-like
procession. The various colours of their plumes, as they waved in the night breeze, and the occasional glitter of
burnished arms, as a flash of light fell athwart...
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